








Image Editing with Photoshop

a. Photoshop Documents (layers and effects)

Photoshop saves files natively as Photoshop Documents 
(.psd). Photoshop documents contain all of the layers, 
paths, text and effects you add to your images enabling 
you to go back into the project and do futher editing. 

b. JPG, GIF, PNG (Flattened)
JPG, GIF and PNG files are all standard formats used for  
web site graphics and desktop publishing graphics. 

JPG or JPEG (joint photographic experts group) is a 
image compression format using the full range of 24-bit 
color but creates a small file type. These images are 
commonly used in both desktop publishing and web site 
design.

GIF (graphical interchange format) is a image file format 
used primarily for images on the web. These images can 
be reproduced on any computer type and were 
originally created to be transmitted over telephone lines 
by Compuserve (an online service similar to AOL in the 
1980s into the mid-1990s). Colors are indexed to just the 
colors needed to reproduce the image in a GIF image to 
reduce the file size.

PNG (portable network graphic) files are an alternative 
format to gif. Newer browsers can display PNG files with a 
transparent background so you don’t need to create a 
background color for the PNG to match your web site.
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c. Other Types (PDF, TIFF, EPS, BMP)
Photoshop can also save graphics and images out in 
several other file types.

PDF (portable document format)- document format 
viewable in the Adobe Reader.

TIFF (tagged image file format)- these files are used 
between Windows and Macintosh computer platforms 
and can be opened by a variety of software programs. 
The TIFF image type is commonly used by professional 
printing presses when printing rasterized photos.

EPS (encapsulated PostScript)- Most commonly used by 
professional printing presses, EPS files are vector format 
files used to add vector drawings to professionally printed 
projects

BMP (windows bitmap)- very simple image file type 
primarily used to display wallpaper on Microsoft Windows 
computers.
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d. Print Options

When printing you can choose landscape or portrait, 
center your image on the page or position it where you’d 
like and even resize the image to fit the page.

e. Best Results
When printing from Photoshop keep in mind what type of 
printer you are using (inket, laserjet, etc) and the 
resolution your image it set at. As discussed on page 6 
inkjet printers typically print best at 150 -300 pixels/inch. 

The type of paper you choose is also important. Certain 
photo papers tend to work best with specific types of 
printers. One paper I tend to work with is Epson Matte 
Heavyweight paper. This paper produces very sharp, 
crisp color and lines and is good for printing pictures or 
other documents like flyers, brochures or graphics. 
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Adobe: a software company specilizing in graphic, web, 
multimedia design including video production, Flash 
animation, and sound editing. http://www.adobe.com

Canvas: the main workspace within Photoshop where  
photos, graphics, and drawings are edited.

Cloning: copying an aspect of an image to another 
location in the image or in a different image.

Cropping: cutting down the viewable area of an image.

Filters: effects added to images to manipulate the look.

EPS (encapsulated PostScript): image format for use with 
professional printing. These files are most commonly 
vector graphics that can be placed in page layout 
programs such as QuarkXPress or Adobe InDesign.

GIF (graphical interchange format): is a image file format 
used primarily for images on the web originally developed 
by Compuserve for transmission over telephone lines. 

JPEG (joint photographic experts group): is a image 
compression format using the full range of 24-bit color but 
creates a small file type. These images are commonly 
used in both desktop publishing and web site design.

Layers: areas in Photoshop where you can add text, 
colors, shapes and other elements. 

NAPP (National Association Photoshop Professionals): 
Trade association serving as a resource for Adobe 
Photoshop education, training, and news.
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Palettes: areas within the workspace of Photoshop which 
serve functions such as the paths, swatches and layers 
palettes. Palettes are generally along the right of the 
screen. 

PDF (portable document format): document format 
viewable in the Adobe Reader. Used to create 
documents which reproduce exactly as they were saved.

PNG (portable network graphic): an alternative image 
format to GIF. PNG files are used for web based graphics.

Photoshop Document (.psd): file format that contains all 
of the layers, paths, text and effects added to an image 
enabling the user to go back into the project and do 
futher editing in Photoshop.

Photoshop Elements: less expensive, consumer friendly 
version of Adobe Photoshop.

Photoshop LightRoom: digital photo editing and 
management software.

Raster Graphics: pixel driven pictures that have a set 
resolution. The pictures are rendered on the screen one 
pixel at a time to reproduce the image.

Resolution: the pixels per inch of an image. The higher 
this number the finer the detail in the image.

TIFF (tagged image file format): image format for use with 
professional printing. These files are raster graphics that 
can be placed in page layout programs such as 
QuarkXPress or Adobe InDesign.
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Vector Graphics: mathematical representations of the 
lines and curves in an image. Vectro graphics are 
resolution independent meaning that they can be scaled 
to any size without losing their sharpness.
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Books
Photoshop CS3 for Windows and Macintosh (Visual 
QuickStart Guide) by Elaine Weinmann and Peter Lourekas

The Adobe Photoshop CS3 Book for Digital Photographers 
(Voices That Matter) by Scott Kelby  

Adobe Photoshop CS3 Classroom in a Book by Adobe 
Creative Team  

Courses at Heartland dealing with Photoshop
ART 230- Computer Art I

ART 231- Graphic Design I

DMED 120- Computer Imaging and Design

Web Sites
Adobe:
http://www.adobe.com

Kelby Training: offers conferences, training, and books
http://www.kelbytraining.com

Layers Magazine: covers all things Adobe
http://www.layersmagazine.com

NAPP (National Association of Photoshop Professionals):
http://www.photoshopuser.com
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Technology Tuesdays
Faculty Training Workshop
Instructional Development Center
Heartland Community College
http://www.heartland.edu/idc

Guide Created By:

Tom Corcoran
Media Technologist
Instructional Development Center
Student Commons Building Room 2401
Heartland Community College
1500 W. Raab Road
Normal, IL 61761

tom.corcoran@heartland.edu
(309)268-8427

http://www.heartland.edu/idc/
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